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Research Problem
The main problem of concern in the study is the drop out of the youths in the church ministry. The target of the study was mainly the troubles facing the youth ministry in the U.S. Some of the key youth issues comprise of high drop out of youths from church ministries within the 2nd year of college, and the high attrition rate of the post-youth ministry students. Further, the increased dropout of youths from the church ministry immediately they reach adolescence was also evaluated.
Research Purpose Statement
The study purpose was to examine the view that 70-90% of youths drop out of the church ministry immediately after high school. The study also examined the relationship between the commitment of youths in the church ministry at high school and their level of church involvement in the conservative SBC churches.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Research question
The research questions for the study comprised of;
To what degree, if any, are young adults who exhibited Level 1 commitment levels to youth ministry during high school currently committed to a local church?
 To what degree, if any, are young adults who exhibited Level 2 commitment levels to youth ministry during high school currently involved with a local church?
To what degree, if any, are young adults who exhibited Level 3 commitment levels to youth ministry during high school currently involved with a local church?
To what degree, if any, are young adults who exhibited Level 4 commitment levels to youth ministry during high school currently involved with a local church?
To what degree, if any, are demographic variables significantly related to levels of youth ministry commitment and current local church involvement?
What is the relationship between different levels of youth ministry commitment during high school and the level of current local church involvement?
Delimitations of the Research
Some of the delimitations include that the study findings could not be generalized to churches outside SBC, as well as smaller churches. The Study only focused on Mega-churches. Also, the study was delimited to the youths who were committed to church projects during their high school days. Focusing on those who did not engage in church activities could bear different or richer results.
Research Population
The population comprised of the youths who were actively engaged in church activities during high school days, as well as those in the college. 
Research Samples and Sampling Technique
Research samples comprised of the American youth Christians from the SCB Megachurches and youth ministries among other local churches.  A quantitative survey format was followed in sampling participants based on the delimitation of membership to SBC-A purposive sampling method.
Methodological Design
A falsification approach was deployed. The conclusions were falsified by the Popper falsification theory.


Instrumentation
The youth ministry retention questionnaire (YMRQ) was used as the main instrumentation for the study. This comprised of 45 structured questions, mainly closed-ended.
Limitations of Generalization
The data collected could not be generalized because the SBC does not hold conservative theological beliefs, churches were of differing sizes, and that youths who graduated in high school or college before or after the study were involved in the study fulfilment. Further, due to the many denominations in the U.S, the study findings cannot be generalized for the U.S.
Findings and conclusion
The retention capability of the youths by various ministries differs from one church to another. A wide scope of factors influences the retention capability of youths, such as the resources, gender composition, individual commitment, and the nature of activities undertaken by the ministries, among others. Churches rallies programs targeting the youths, which influence the level of youth’s commitment. The normative attendee retention comprises of youths who attend church at least once in a month. This group of youths have increasing commitment to religious work as they grow.
The enthusiastic follower attender is those who attend church at least twice a month. The youths who felt committed and engaged in church work during high school are more likely to remain committed beyond high school and college than those not committed or engaged. The engaged disciples’ retention attends church about three to four times a month. The group, are more committed to the youth and church activities, reading and praying more often and that they often take over the leadership role. There is a positive correlation between church attendance and commitment, with a high level of education. There is a negative correlation between the high school attended by an individual and their level of commitment in church. The demographic factors evaluated in the study, did not have any influence on the level of youth engagement or commitment in church or youth ministries. The youth retention does not comprise the level of church commitment as some are good church attendees but not retained in youth ministry programs. Further, a research gap was noted in terms of the existence of empirical research in post youth ministry retention dropout.
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